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The third northern regional conference was held on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 at the Ort Psagot School in Karmiel.  
The conference’s theme was “Looking Forward to Going Back to School.” Around 120 teachers, students, counselors 
and inspectors from all sectors attended the conference. The materials and book exhibition, spread over three rooms, was 
packed with exhibitors and the conference participants enjoyed being able to browse and buy “goodies” throughout the 
day.

The conference commenced with a plenary report from Daphna Cohen (Tel Aviv Inspector), Lubna Karkaby, and Irit 
Rabin, who took part in an international delegation to the US in conjunction with TESOL, an international association of 
professionals advancing the quality of English language teaching through professional development, research, standards, 
and advocacy. Each of the three relayed their experiences and impressions on various innovative educational initiatives 
which they witnessed at the two venues where they were hosted in Detroit, Michigan and San Diego, California. 

Dr. Tziona Levi, the Chief Inspector of English, followed them with a talk entitled “Thinking Forward to the New School 
Year.” It featured a review of trends underway in English instruction here in Israel and highlighted some of the initiatives 
being launched this year by the Ministry in order to enhance the work we do. Particular emphasis was devoted to the efforts 
underway to strengthen the conversational skills of Israeli students at all grade levels. 

Following the morning plenary session, attendees dispersed between five different parallel sessions. These included 
presentations about an educational initiative to promote the speaking of English among students from grades 3-6 (Lori 
Roth); the all-important skill for Bagrut exams of properly drawing inferences (Ruti Baredenstein); employing “tech tools 
and tricks” in English lessons (Leah Doryoseph); a thorough review of the current Literature Program (Simone Duval); and 
tips and ideas to get our students to speak English (Debbie Sarussi and Sharon Sacks).

After the lunch break, the conference reconvened with a plenary session led by Dr. Lindsay Shapiro-Steinberg, devoted to 
“Making Language Learning Memorable.” Dr. Shapiro-Steinberg discussed the divide among many educators, linguists 
and psychologists with regard to the most effective approach to language acquisition. This refers to those who place a 
premium on the independent creative production of language on the part of the learner on the one hand, and those who 
stress the need for memorizing words through various forms of encoding, on the other. Dr. Shapiro-Steinberg demonstrated 
the centrality of memory to effective EFL teaching and, in so doing, shared a series of “memorable” exercises related to 
reading, comprehending and remembering written text. Following this talk, there was a brief presentation by Babylon, 
explaining how to use their electronic dictionaries.   

The conference concluded with another round of parallel sessions, with four presentations to choose from. These included 
workshops on: Freedom Writer Teachers, a story of how “unteachable” students were transformed into published authors 
(Leah Doryoseph and Kara Tenzer); the complex realm of learning disabilities in our classrooms and the implications 
thereof (Arona Gvaryahu); teaching texts in class (Michele Ben) and a double session addressing both working with 
“at risk” students (Shelly Ganiel) and tips for helping teachers to enjoy their teaching AND their lives outside teaching, 
through the minimizing of work-related stress (Tracy Piada).

The atmosphere of sharing and professional growth was enjoyed by the eager and interested participants. Many thanks 
to all those who attended and presented for contributing to the success of the conference. A final thank you goes to the 
conveners (Tracy Piada, Kara Tenzer, Fran Sokel, Jennifer Spigelman, Gail Singer and Debbie Gabai) for ensuring a 
meaningful, stimulating and well-organized experience. We look forward to seeing you all in summer 2018 at our next 
Back to School Conference.

Tracy Piada, ETAI Northern Coordinator 

with contributions from Gail Singer and Raviv Schwartz 


