
 

   
 

PRE CONFERENCE EVENT 
MONDAY, 6 JULY 2015 

 

09.00 - 10.00  Registration 

10.00 - 10.15 Welcome & Greetings   

10.15 - 10.30 Introducing ETAI’s new SIG “Teacher Training and Development” - Dr. Lindsey Shapiro Steinberg  

10.30 - 11.00 LECTURE 1: Shaking Up the Israeli Conventions of Teacher Training – Dr. Debbie Lifshitz  

 80% of the teacher trainees in Israel are non-native speakers. The vocabulary goals of the revised curriculum 

(though a breakthrough on their own!) are inadequate for the requirements of the majority of non-native 

English speaking teacher (NNEST) trainees to achieve a high enough proficiency level in English at the college 

level to: 1) be really top-notch high-school teachers; 2) to read and understand sophisticated articles in TESOL 

research and 3) to participate themselves in and write / present such research. It dooms the majority of 

elementary NNESTs to mediocrity. We have been training NNESTs for over 40 years, yet across the 

demographic board few have achieved national prominence. Just looking at the participants of this study day 

proves the point that the present college preparation programs are biased against the high achievement of 

NNEST trainees. The new program outline (המתווה החדש) for teacher trainees in the colleges will further erode 

the possible achievements and progress of our students. Let’s advocate for something different, something 

more.  

11.00 - 11.45 College Proficiency courses: Are they getting the job done?  Student Panel: Q and A session 

11.45 - 12.00  Break for Refreshments 

12.00 - 13.00 Evaluating Teacher Training Programs. Disciplinary group discussions 

13.00 - 13.30 Groups present their findings/ statements of purpose 

13.30 - 14.15 Lunch break 

14.15 - 15.00 LECTURE 2: Research and the Language Teacher - Prof. Penny Ur 

 The question of the gap between research-based theory and classroom teaching is one that has been 

frequently discussed in recent years, and has been seen, essentially, as a cause for concern. Teachers, so the 

argument goes, do not keep up to date with the research and do not use it as a basis for practice, which, it is 

claimed, they should.  My position is that the knowledge-base of effective teaching is essentially thoughtful 

experience, and that research-based theory is a relatively minor, though significant, supplementary resource. 

Given this reservation, the question is how we can ensure that useful insights from research can be made 

accessible to trainee or novice teachers, or to busy practitioners, and can contribute to their professional 

expertise.  

15.00 - 16.00 Group discussions  

16.00 - 16.15 Closing Remarks 
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To register, contact ETAI office: 
Tel: 02 500 1844 

E-mail: etaioffice@gmail.com 
 

You can register for the main conference at the door 
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Jerusalem Pedagogical Center (Pisga) 
11 Mordehai Narkis St 
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