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Teaching Stories
1. Always read out to pupils: they have the right to hear the words correctly  pronounced, and the sentences spoken by someone who knows the story and can introduce tone and inflection. Make sure pupils also have a copy of the story.

2. Explain/work on difficult/key vocabulary before reading, so that pupils are not busy trying to figure out the meaning of words and phrases and so miss other important elements of the story. Knowing the vocabulary helps focus on content.

3. Set an intriguing question before reading that can only be answered by listening to the story; or ask pupils about a personal experience of theirs that is similar to the experience(s) of the character(s) in the story, or present a "thinking exercise" that connects to the theme (for example, the Beethoven-Hitler ethical dilemma exercise to introduce the theme of prejudice in "Mr. Know-All"). 

4. Use a concept map as an organizing principle to help pupils grasp the material. 

      Concept map for stories :

· Setting (time and place): when and where

· Characters: who

· Plot: what

              problem/conflict/dilemma

              rising action 

              crisis/climax

              falling action

              resolution

· Point of view (1st person narrator – “I”/ 3rd person 

·       narrator – “He/She/They): how

· Theme: why. Not directly stated in the story; pupils must infer.

5. After reading and discussing, set follow-up work in the form of group discussions (“What would you have done in this kind of situation?”) or simulations; a composition on the issue/theme dealt with in the story; a letter to one of the characters telling him/her what you thought of their actions/decisions.

Practise the Concept Map
Use a well-known fairy-tale like Red Riding Hood to practise the concept map:

Setting  (time): fairy-tale time – “Once upon a time…”; break in ordinary routine 

                         (grandmother is ill)

              (place): forest, grandmother’s house (forest as dark, mysterious, disorienting,

              full of risks)

Characters: Red Riding Hood, mother, grandmother, wolf, hunter (minor). How come the parents are absent? Mother disappears after the beginning of the story, father never appears.

Plot:  Problem:        Get food to grandma without being harmed

          Rising action: Red disobeys mother, talks to wolf, meets wolf disguised as

                                  grandmother. Becomes suspicious and afraid

          Crisis:             Wolf  jumps out at Red to eat her; Red screams

          Resolution:     Hunter kills wolf; grandma pops out.

Point of view: Objective narrator/3rd person narrator who knows everything.

                        Knowing what will happen (wolf goes on ahead and eats grandma)

                        increases the tension, reader involvement in story, anticipation of 

                        events. A 1st person narrator (Red) would provide us with more 

                        emotional details, allow us to identify further with Red.

Theme: Don’t disobey parents/Beware of strangers etc. are NOT themes. They are

              morals. Themes could be:

              Dealing with the familiar made strange?

              Learning to fend for oneself, be independent: a story of transition from

             childhood to adulthood. This explains the absence of parents and the 

             significance of the forest as a place of danger and obstacles which must be

            dealt with on one's own.

Concept map for poems:

 -     speaker

· person addressed in the poem
· situation and development 

· use of language: associations, imagery (sensory information), figures of speech (metaphor, personification, symbol)

· tone (attitude of speaker to the subject-matter)

HOTS skills in conjunction with the concept map:

1. Setting: applying previous knowledge/making connections,/sequencing, identifying parts and whole.

2. Characters: classifying,/comparing and contrasting/evaluating/uncovering motives/distinguishing different perspectives.

3. Plot: cause and effect/generating possibilities/making connections/predicting/problem-solving/sequencing.

4. Point of View: distinguishing different perspectives/comparing and contrasting.

5. Theme; explaining patterns/inferring/generating possibilities.
