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Every person is unique. Everyone has strengths and weaknesses. Everyane is good at some things and worse at other things. A
learner having difficultics, whether diagnosed with learning disabilities. ADHD or a rsk for failure in school,is a unique person
who has strengths and excels at doing many different things. However, school poses a particularly difficult challenge to these
learners, and finding ways to help these learners succeed poses a challenge to teachers
Mostof the articles i this special Learning Differences issue of the ETAI Forum focus on difficulties in acquiring English language
literacy. “Tsafi Timor offers ideas on how 1o identify pupils with special needs in the mainstream classroom. Carol Goldfus tells
the story of a young man who, with appropriate intervention, overcame numerous obstacles and successfully completed his Bagrut
exam in English. Peggy Barzilay, Tova Teitlebaum, Ofa Rosensicin, Liz Shapiro and Leah Urso all offer practical ideas for
teaching reading, writing and designing instructional materials. Fem Levitt, Sharon Azaria and Suzie Secemski describe specific
programs that successfully promote reading acquisition among at-risk learners. Robert Lederman explains how vision affects the
ability to read. Naomi Epstein points out that using a dictionary is vital for hearing impaired learners. This issue also introduces a
regular column, Questions from you! by Aharona Korman Gvaryahu the National Counselor in the English Inspectorate for issues
related 1o learning disabilities. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of the ETAI Forum,
We'd like to leave you with a thought from Kim Peck, who was the inspiration for Rain Man: “Recognizing and respecting
differences in others, and treating everyone like you want them to treat you, will help make our world a better place for everyone.

Everyone is different!” (wyww.lucarinfo. convinspire/)

Michele Ben and Amanda Caplan, ETAI Forum co-editors




