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Ninety three pupils were involved in the initial project. Ten had been assessed and were known to have Learning
Difficulties. At the end of the school year, except for two who could not read in L1, all children could recognize
and sequel correctly the letters of the alphabet. This learning technique was repeated a number of times in regular
classes. All pupils benefited from technique. The pupils with learing difficulties could join in and felt included in
the learning process.

List of Food Cognates

A - avocado P~ popcomn
B — beigel Q - Quaker oats
C ~ comflakes R~ ravioli (cold and awful)
D - danona S ~ sandwich
E ~ egg (Most children seem to know the word T - toffee
“eggroll.”) U ~ ugh draw something you don’t like
F ~ felafel balls V - vanilla
G - granola W~ wafers
H ~ hamburgers (tofu) X ~ Chewing gum is not allowed at school.
1~ Tsraeli salad Thand out a stick to each child. They paste the
1~ jelly ‘wrapper in the notebook, draw a big X over it and
K — ketchup promise not to eat the gum till they get home.
L ~ lemon Y - yogurt
M ~ marshmallow Z ~ there used to be a dreadful powder called “Zip
N - nescafe ‘when they stopped manufacturing it 1 coulda’t
O - orangeade (drink) find a substitute. Any suggestions?

Teachers may use different cognates. I chose mine based on the convenience of bringing them into the classroom and
the cost involved.

References
Auger J. & Briggs S. (1992). The Hickey Multisensory Language Course. London : Whurr Publishers.

Brown R. (1975). Apples Bananas and Candy. Elementary English, 52,539 -540.

Gillingham A. & Stillman B. (1965). Remedial Training for Children with Specific Language Disability in Reading,
Spelling and Penmanship. Educators Publishing Service: Cambridge, Ma.

Teitelbaum T. (1997). The Use of Gustatory and Olfactory Modalities in Foreign Language Learning . In Multisensory
Teaching Techniques in Foreign Language Acquisition for Students with Specific Learning Disabilities and Dyslexia.
Unpublished M.A thesis Victoria University, Australia.

Tova Teitelbaun is a teacher trainer at Bet Yakov Seminary, Haifa. Her research focuses on second language
acquisition for children with learning difficulties. She is the author of a number of articles on this subject.




