High Interest Dynamic Materials/Activities That Energize High School Students

By Ronnie Abrams

1.  What are Vocabulary Sprints? 

     (And how can you create them, present them to your students, and develop 

      additional activities based on the vocabulary sprint lists?)

2.  Why do students love the play, Twelve Angry Men?

     (And what are some interesting ways to present and test this play?)

3.   Why does everyone love to play Jeopardy?

      (And how can you create a lively educational game of Jeopardy in class 

       based on any material that you are teaching?                          

4.  What is the “Famous Trial Project”?

     (And why is this mostly a plagiarism-free project that students often enjoy?)

5.  Why is “October Sky” the perfect movie for both teachers and students?

     (And how can you create a movie-based worksheet in less than 30 minutes 

      for any movie?

6.  What are the monthly Perfect Attendance/Homework awards?

    (And why is it a good idea to present high school students with these 

     seemingly babyish awards?)
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How to Write Vocabulary Sprints

1.  Choose a short story or text that students have already read.  Divide the short story/text into reasonable sections, by page or paragraph.

2.  Choose about 5-7 words from each section.  Write a short definition for each word.

3. Tell students to open to the first section.  Write the definitions on the board and give them a time limit to find the words in the first section of the short story/text.

4.  When the time is up, all work stops.  Teacher writes the correct words next to each definition.

5.  Each sprint is completed and all the words are on the board.

6.  Tell students to look at the board and try to memorize as many words as they can.  Then erase the board and ask the students to recreate all the words on a blank piece of paper.  Alternatively, students can call out the words and the list can be recreated on the board.

7.  In groups of 4, students write a paragraph or anecdote using at least 7 words from the list.

How to Play Jeorpardy

1.  Choose a unit, short story, or other topic that you’d like to review in class.

2.  Divide your topic into 5 or 6 categories.

3.  Write 7 sets of questions/answers for each topic ranging from easy to difficult.

4.  Draw a Jeopardy grid on the board.

5.  Students select a topic and an amount.  Teacher reads them the answer.  Students have to supply the questions.  For example, the answer is “highest mountain in the world”.    Student has to say:  What is Mt. Everest?

6.  If a student answers correctly, write his/her name on the board and he/she chooses again.  If student answers incorrectly, another student gets a turn.

7.  Student with the most points wins!

