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Basic tips for incorporating video in the EFL classroom

How to go about it:

Step 1:  Ask learners which programs they want to work on

Step 2: Record programs and check that they are appropriate. (Define “appropriate”)

Step 3:  While watching program, look for different aspects that can be worked on.

Step 4: Think of ways to include different domains

Step 5: Look for opportunities for heterogeneity

Get more for your money: use the English language subtitles when possible! 

Organization:

 all cassettes/DVDs should be numbered and clearly marked

 all cassettes/DVDs should be catalogued with the programs and if work has been made up yet

 Prepared work should include the number or name of the cassette.

 written record of what programs were used in which classes, over the space of a few years: that way subs / new teachers know what not to bring 

Types of questions to ask for encouraging LOTS and HOTS

Adapted from and parallel to:  http://www.anglit.net/main/docs/june07/literature%20module2.doc 

	Thinking skill
	Suggested tasks/questions

	Comparing/contrasting
	· Use a VENN diagram to compare and contrast something in the program you are showing OR two versions of a movie (ex. Romeo and Juliet & West Side Story) OR the movie version (whole movie or segment) and the parallel segment from the book.

· Compare between cultural aspects of the movie and real life (ex. the wizarding world in Harry Potter / other science fiction movies) 

	Classifying
	· Make a “Family Tree” to map out the relationships between the different characters in the movie/program.

· Teach literary terminology and use a graphic organizer to map out the plot,  characters, setting, climax, etc. (see Literary Elements Chart below)

· What genre is this? 

	Making Connections
	· How is this connected to other things we are doing in class? Connect it to what you have learnt about the topic. (Bridges – unit on humor + movie “Patch Adams”; or another comedy show.

· Read an article about comedy/tragedy/etc. and show a movie/program from same genre to make connections.

· Watch a documentary film about a topic (ecology) and discuss related topics in an article you have read. 

	Parts/Whole
	· Show how the movie/program uses foreshadowing to give clues about what will happen later on (ex. Harry Potter IV – Mad Eye Moody has a swig of drink: the kids wonder what he is drinking –in the end they discover it was polyjuice).  

	Different Perspectives
	· Describe how different characters react to specific situations in the plot. 

· Compare your opinion of the program to that of someone else’s (ex. Little Britain is very controversial. Find someone with the opposite opinion to yours and discuss why there are these differences.)  

	Sequencing
	· Map the main events of the plot.

	Uncovering Motives
	· What motive did Phoebe have (FRIENDS) for taking the lottery tickets out onto the balcony? How did this affect the plot?

· What motive did Snape have for blaming Harry Potter for stealing from his potions storage room? How did this affect the decisions hw made? 

	Reasons/Conclusions
	· What reasons did Ron have for suspecting Harry or entering himself to the Triwizard Tournament? Were these reasons founded? What was the result? 

· What reasons did Monica (FRIENDS) have for buying extra lottery tickets and hiding them from the others? Were these reasons well founded? What was the outcome of her actions?

	Causal Explanation
	· What can you find out from the movie Harry Potter IV about Malfoy’s father’s relationship with Voldemort?

· What do you learn about Sirius Black’s relationship with Harry’s father (HP and the Prisoner of Azkaban) that explains his interest in Harry?

· What are the significant cause and effect events in the plot? 

	Prediction
	· Stop the video at a point of high climax and have viewers predict what will happen next.

· Point out an instance of (what you, the teacher, knows to be) foreshadowing and encourage the learners to predict what will happen later on. 

	Generating Possibilities 
	· Create a new character for the story. Explain how this character will change the plot.

· Bring Harry Potter’s parents back to life – explain how it will affect his life.

· Write a different ending (in the form of a movie script, including stage directions, etc.) for the movie/ program.

	Generating Metaphors
	· Create a metaphor for one of the characters in the story.

· In Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban, we see that Sirius Black is an Animagus (a wizard or witch capable of turning into a particular animal and back at will). If all of the main characters could turn into animagi , which animals would they be and why? 

	Problem Solving
	· We see that Harry Potter has been entered into the Triwizard’s Tournament without his knowledge and against his will. How could he or Dumbledore have (magically) solved this problem? 

· How else could Phoebe (FRIENDS) have solved the problem of the arguing over the lottery tickets?

	Generating
	· Predict what would have happened if the FRIENDS HAD won the lottery.

· Predict what would have happened if only Monica’s ticket had won.

· Invent another wizarding game.

· There are 3 “Unforgivable” spells (HP 4). Make up a fourth one.

· Think of other funny situations you could invent for Annie (Little Britain)

	Synthesis
	· Write a short summary for the program / movie you have seen.

· How does the information we learn about Mad Eye Moody in the end of the movie (HP and the Triwizard Tournament) change what we understand about what has happened throughout the movie?

· Show how the cultural influence of the author may have influenced the way she created the wizarding world. If an Israel had created it, what would it be like?

	Application
	· Apply something you have learnt about literature (in English or Hebrew literature lessons) to the movie/program you are watching (ex. If you have learnt about metaphors).


Literary Elements Chart

	Characters
	Write a list of all of the characters in this story.
	Write if each character is a major or a minor character.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Setting
	Where does the story take place?  Does the setting change?  Is it important?
	When does the story take place?  Over how long a period of time does it take place?  How do you know?

	
	
	

	Plot: Copy the important words (or write it in your own words)  that tell you about the following elements of the plot:

	exposition
	

	complication
	 

	climax
	

	resolution
	 

	Narrator
	Does this story have a narrator?
	Yes / No



	Point of View
	What type of point of view do you  hear?

· First person _____

· Third person ____

· Omniscient ____


	How do you know?




