READING COMPREHENSION and WRITING TASKS
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The Bagrut  requirements focus on reading and writing skills. These should be taught and practiced in the light of a content based approach while emphasizing language in context. The challenge is to do this in an interesting way that motivates students to read and write while truly enjoying the process. Impossible mission? Difficult perhaps, but definitely possible.

The first step is to change certain misconceptions. We should not teach mainly reading or mainly writing. We should TEACH ENGLISH! Instead of focusing on one domain at the expense of the others, we had better combine all domains together into one motivating, interesting lesson in which all skills are carefully integrated. 

In order to do that, we have to understand that Reading Comprehension does not necessarily mean boring texts having no connection with one another, followed by endless questions. Reading Comprehension can be taught  through a story or a song. Likewise, Listening Comprehension does not necessarily involve using texts specially designed for this purpose. Nor does practicing this skill require tape-recorders  / compact discs, etc. Any text / story read out loud by the teacher, while books are closed, can serve as an exercise in Listening Comprehension.

And what about Grammar? Now  we all fully understand that the question is no longer whether we should teach grammar, but how to do that in a meaningful, efficient and enjoyable way. Any text can offer the opportunity to study or review a certain structure in context.

And last, but not least, what about Writing? Assigning lots of compositions and writing projects may not improve the students’ writing abilities, but may prove boring and frustrating. Guided writing following an oral activity or a text read in class may prove much more effective.

And since preaching is never enough, let’s see how we can implement these principles in practice. 

Suggestions for a Lesson Plan:

· Oral Activity – a conversation on the subject of a certain text - (a reading passage, a story or a song) – 10 minutes. 

· Listening Comprehension practice - The teacher reads out the text while student’s books are closed and asks a few questions – 10 minutes. 

· Reading Comprehension practice - The students read the text and answer a few questions – 15 minutes. 

·  Homework: The teacher assigns a writing task based on activities done in class (a note, a letter, a composition).  The teacher offers guiding lines and helpful  vocabulary  – 5 minutes.  

That is the recipe for a good lesson. Add a little bit  of humor and success is (almost) guaranteed. GOOD LUCK!!!!
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