TYPOLOGY OF THINKING SKILLS        for infusion in EFL materials.

	SKILL
	  CLARIFICATION

	logical deduction


	From the general to the particular  
“from this general truth  we can infer something specific”


	inductive thinking (reasoning)

	Using evidence, facts or  observation
to arrive at a generalization or rule : 

“from these facts we can infer something general”



	creative thinking (generating ideas)

	Brainstorming, original thinking –
 eg. how many different ways can you think of to…….

	Inference

	ability to read between the lines – get to the nuances of meaning. Important for interpreting literature.

	cause and effect


	Important to identify which is which!
and to be able to sequence a series

	fact and opinion


	The latter is often represented as the former – need to sharpen skills for correct identifying

	lateral (divergent) thinking


	Ability to think “out of the box” – arrive at original, unpredictable solutions, ideas, combinations


	problem-solving  -  two kinds :

	1. logic–based word problems with only one correct  answer
2. analysis of  a problem followed by the optimal choice  from among several strategies  which may be equally appropriate – choice is based on the situation, values, goals etc


	prediction


	past experiences and existing knowledge are used to make intelligent choices and assumptions about the future.

	supposition

	ability to produce and test "if-then" statements – formulate and test hypotheses, anticipate outcomes


	detecting bias


	Identify  the attempt of  a writer to influence the reader in a specific direction/point of view


	detecting logical fallacies


	Ability to identify flawed reasoning in an otherwise logical pattern of thinking


