COMMUNITIES OF LEARNERS, COMMUNITIES OF TEACHERS:

ENGLISH FOR UNDERSTANDING

My name is Nadeen Shatara.  My parents named me after my grandmother Nadia.  They didn’t want to name me exactly the same thing as her because they thought it would be too confusing.  So they decided to name me Nadeen because they like the name and its meaning.  My name means “hope”.  I love my name.

Nadine’s story is one of many written by children of  immigrants in San Francisco.  It led to a discussion of names and their meaning, nicknames, name-calling, changing names, and other issues central to teens and their identities.  These discussions culminated in a project in which they made a collage to explore their sense of themselves, before, now, and in the time of their imagined children.  

The purpose of this effort is to build on work begun in July, 1998 to provide English language teachers in Israel and the region with tools for improving language teaching practices while building cross-cultural understanding among Hebrew, Arabic and English -speaking peoples.

To that end, we will draw on a model that has come to be called Learners’ Lives as Curriculum (LLC), which integrates use of learner-generated texts with language development, content information and community-building activities for collective problem-solving. The model assumes that classrooms could (and should) be settings where learners find opportunities to develop language and literacy skills while reflecting, as individuals and in collaboration with others, on their changing lives.  

This will require developing and sharing specific processes for bringing the experiences and concerns of learners into the fabric of language education at every level, using learner-centered approaches to program design, curriculum development, and instructional technique.  

Specifically, the objectives are: 

· To provide practitioners with  tools for creating powerful, effective learner-centered curriculum in Hebrew and Arabic-speaking EFL contexts using state-of-the-art techniques for English language instruction;

· To build cross-cultural understanding and foster communities of learners and communities of teachers among linguistic and cultural groups within and beyond national borders;

· To develop products for future use in the region including: a set of learner narratives from Arabs, Jews, and American immigrant learners; a set of model lessons based on these narratives for use by English language learners; a collection of teacher reflections on their experiences for use in teacher education.

The work will entail eight phases: 1) Planning, selecting six project sites in Israel and two sites in San Francisco; 2) training pre-service and in-service teacher trainees in principles of learner-centered curriculum development , conflict resolution and web design; 3) developing protocol for materials that will be developed by project participants; 4) developing channels for sharing of materials among teachers and English learners through web-sites, teleconferences and other electronic media; 5)  building individual and institutional capacity to continue this work when the project year ends; 6) evaluating the efficacy of our efforts; 7) disseminating our experiences through conference presentations, papers, and electronic media; and 8) dreaming about next steps for creating materials and processes that will benefit the wider region. 
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