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USING STORIES IN THE CLASSROOM
Why teach through stories?

· Stories create magic and a sense of wonder at the world. 
· Stories teach us about life, about ourselves and about others. 

· Teaching through stories is a unique way for students to develop an understanding, respect and appreciation for other cultures, and can promote a positive attitude to people from different lands, races and religions.

· The real-life problems presented within a story provide meaningful learning opportunities for students.

· Students are provided with opportunities to solve their present problems as well as develop decision-making skills for the future.  
How can our students benefit from reading stories?
· Promote a feeling of well being and relaxation 
· Increase children's willingness to communicate thoughts and feelings 

· Encourage active participation 

· Increase verbal proficiency 

· Encourage use of imagination and creativity 

· Encourage cooperation between students 

· Enhance listening skills
What do stories give our students that routine texts cannot?
· allow children to explore their own cultural roots 
· allow children to experience diverse cultures 

· enable children to empathize with unfamiliar people/places/situations 

· offer insights into different traditions and values 

· help children understand how wisdom is common to all peoples/all cultures 

· offer insights into universal life experiences 

· help children consider new ideas 

· reveal differences of cultures around the world

Getting Started Teaching a Story
· Talking about the title
· Making predictions (from the title, selected vocabulary, a picture)

· Telling part of the story and guessing

· Motivating through a picture

· Giving information about the author

· Giving background information (if necessary)

· Listening to part of the story
The actual reading of a story can be done in different ways.
· In groups
· Jigsaw reading

· Partial teacher reading and partial students reading

· Silent reading with guiding questions

What kind of activities can we do after teaching the story?
· Role Plays relating to the characters in the story
· Making the story into a play and putting it on in class

· Drawing the story in comics

· Changing the ending of the story

· Choosing your favorite part of the story and discussing it.

· Talking about characters

· Talking about plot and sequence

· Talking about messages

· Graphic Organizers (for events/ cause and effect/….)

· Class debate on an issue in the story (in groups)

· Various writing activities-summarizing/ dialogue writing/ letters to characters/ newspaper reports
Our Sample Story- No- Guitar Blues

Suggestions for Teaching No-Guitar Blues
Pre- Reading
1. Talk about the title- What do you think it means?

2. Make predictions about what the story is about. (include here an introduction of the new words)

Reading the Story

Part One
1. Listen to the first half of the first part of part one. While you listen decide whether the following statements are true or false.

a. Fred wanted to become a music teacher.

b. Fred wanted a guitar but didn't know how to get the money to buy one.

c. Fred didn't ask his mother for a guitar.

d. Fred took his sister's bike and went to look for a job.

2. Read together the second part of part one of the story and guess what Fred's idea is. (Discuss different possibilities in class.)

Part Two

1. Read part two silently and answer the questions in the margins while reading.

2. Read out loud only the parts that are dialogue. Three students can read the parts- the man, the woman and Fred.
3. What do you think Fred is going to do?- Discuss different possibilities. Fred has to make a decision. What decision does he have to make?
Part Three

1. Read part three out loud with the students until lines 28. Ask the students what they think about what Fred did.

2. Students read the end of the story silently. Did you like the ending of the story? Explain.

Post Reading Activities

1. Make a story map

          What was Fred's problem?

	


                                 ↓

What does Fred do with the dog?                                  
	


                       How does he feel?                                         

                                        ↓

	


                      What is the solution?                                     

                                       ↓
	


                 How does the story end?

                                      ↓

	


2. Talking about Characters. We can learn a lot about the characters in a story by what they say, think, feel or dream and what they do.

What do we learn about Fred? How do we learn this? Complete the chart with sentences from the story that show each fact.
	Fred
	

	What we learn
	How we know

	1. Fred know what he wants.
	That afternoon Fred knew his mission in life: to play guitar in his own band.

	2. Fred is a determined person.
	

	3. Fred is a hard worker.
	

	4. Fred is smart.
	

	5. Fred does not lie easily.
	


3. Story Task
Write a story.
Follow these steps. Then check your work.

1. Choose one of the below:

* Imagine that you are Fred. Twenty years have passed since you got your grandfather's old guitar and you are now a famous guitarist. You decide to tell your fans how it all began.

* Imagine that thirty years have passed and you decide to tell your children about an experience you had when you were a teenager.

2. Decide what you want to write.

3. Write down your ideas.

4. Write your ideas in short sentences.

5. Make sure you use the past simple.

6. Use adjectives to describe your experiences.

7. Use correct word order, capital letters and correct punctuation.

8. Write your sentences in logical order.

9. Edit your sentences. Look for spelling, grammar and punctuation mistakes and make corrections.

10. Write your sentences again.

11. Hand in your work on time.

