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Why would we use literature circles?

In order to gain full comprehension and appreciation of literature, we begin with a personal interpretation of the text.  In other words, we as mature readers automatically and sometimes even subconsciously make meaning of text by actively thinking about it as we read.  Once we make sense of the literature at a personal level, then we are able to work with it at a much more sophisticated level in terms of analysis.  Literature circles offer readers a process for interacting at the personal level then moving forward to the analytic level.

“Any work of literature is always a confrontation, collaboration, between a reader’s prior experience and the words of an author.”   Harvey Daniels; Literature Circles (2002)

AGENDA:

5:00 – 5:10 Instructions given for participants

5:10 – 5:35 Participate in a literature circle

5:35 – 5:45 Participants mention how they might use literature circles in their own classrooms

Literature Circle Roles

A teacher may create whatever roles are desired for his/her students.  Some students in a circle may receive the same roles or each student may be given a unique role.  

Sometimes, a teacher may specifically assign a role to each student while other times, a teacher may allow students to select their own roles within each circle.  Specific assignments allow a teacher to work with student’s various strengths and weaknesses.  

The roles used today are ones taken from Harvey Daniels’ book, Literature Circles (2002).  In this book, Daniels offers ideas for roles for fiction, which we are using in this workshop, along with other roles for non-fiction readings.

CONNECTOR (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)
Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment  pgs. ______ - ________

Connector: Your job is to find connections between the book and you, and between the book and the wider world. This means connecting the reading to your own past experiences, to happenings at school or in the community, to stories in the news, to similar events at other times and places, to other people or problems that you arc reminded of. You may also see connections between this book and other writings on the same topic, or by the same author.

Some connections I made between this reading and my own experiences, the wider world, and other texts or authors:

LITERARY LUMINARY (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)

Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment  pgs. ______ - ________

Literary Luminary: Your job is to locate a few special sections or quotations in the text for your group to talk over. The idea is to help people go back to some especially interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the reading and think about them more carefully. As you decide which passages or paragraphs are worth going back to, make a note why you picked each one. Then jot down some plans for how they should be shared. You can read passages aloud yourself, ask someone else to read them, or have people read them silently and then discuss.

Page No. & Paragraph       Reason for picking         Plan for Discussion

QUESTIONER (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)

Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment  pgs. ______ - ________

Questioner: Your job is to write down a few questions that you have about this part of the book. 

What were you wondering about while you were reading? Did you have questions about what was happening? What a word meant? What a character did? What was going to happen next? Why the author used a certain style? Or what the whole thing meant? Just try to notice what you are wondering while you read, and jot down some of those questions either along the way or after you’re finished.

Questions about today’s reading:

ILLUSTRATOR (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)

Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment pgs. ______ - ________

Illustrator: Good readers make pictures in their minds as they read. This is a chance to share some of your own images and visions. Draw some kind of picture related to the reading you have just done. It can be a sketch, cartoon diagram, flowchart, or stick-figure scene. You can draw a picture of something that happened in your book, or something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that conveys any idea or feeling you got from the reading. Any kind of drawing or graphic is okay—you can even label things with words if that helps. Make your drawing on the other side of this sheet or on a separate sheet.

Presentation plan: Whenever it fits in the conversation, show your drawing to your group. You don’t necessarily have to explain it. You can let people speculate what your picture means, so they can connect your drawing to their own ideas about the reading. After everyone has had a say, you can always have the last word: tell them what your picture means, where it came from, or what it represents to you.

SUMMARIZER (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)

Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment pgs. ______ - ________

Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today’s reading. The other members of your group will be counting on you to give a quick (one or two minute) statement that conveys the gist—the key points, the main highlights, the essence—of today’s reading assignment. If there are several main ideas or events to remember, you can use the bullets below.

Summary:

Key points or events:

WORD WIZARD (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)

Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment pgs. ______ - ________

Word Wizard: The words a writer chooses are an important ingredient of the author’s craft. Your job is to be on the lookout for a few words that have special meaning in today’s reading selection, When you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, mark them while you are reading, and then later jot down their definition, either from a dictionary or some other source. You may also run across words that stand out somehow in the reading—words that are repeated a lot, used in an unusual way or key to the meaning of the text. Mark these special words, too, and be ready to point them out to the group. When your circle meets, help members find and discuss the words that seem most important in this text.

Word            Page No. &              Definition              Plan for Discussion

                     Paragraph

SCENE SETTER (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)

Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment pgs. ______ - ________

Scene Setter: When you are reading a book where characters move around a lot and the scene changes frequently, it is important for everyone in your group to know where things are happening and how the scene may have changed. So that’s your job: to track carefully where the action takes place during today’s reading. Describe each setting in detail, either in words or with an action map or diagram you can show to your group. Be sure to give the pages where the scene is described.

Describe or sketch the setting (you may also use the back of this sheet or another sheet):

Where today’s action begins:                          Page where it is described

Where key events happen today:                   Pages where they are described

Where today’s events end:                              Page where it is described

RESEARCHER (Role and description by Harvey Daniels)

Name:_____________________________

Group:_____________________________

Title of Book:________________________

Assignment pgs. ______ - ________

Researcher: Your job is to dig up some background information on any topic related to your book. This might include

· the geography, weather, culture, or history of the book’s setting

· information about the author, her/his life, and other works

· information about the time period portrayed in the book

· pictures, objects, or materials that illustrate elements of the book

· the history and derivation of words or names used in the book

·  music that reflects the book or the time

This is not a formal research report. The idea is to find some information or material that helps your group understand the book better. Investigate something that really interests you—something that struck you as puzzling or curious while you were reading.

Ways of gathering information:

· the introduction, preface, or “about the author” section of the book

· library books and magazines

· on-line computer search or encyclopedia

· interviews with people who know the topic

· other novels, nonfiction, or textbooks you’ve read

