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This workshop demonstrates how narratives from native English speakers and proficient EFL speakers (i.e. advanced learners and NNS teachers) can be used to create compelling language lessons that motivate learners to master language while discussing issues that matter deeply to them. Participants work collectively on a unit about names to learn how to create publishable materials for the Israeli context.

A.  The writing process

Pre-writing


Drafting


Revising


Editing


Publishing

B.  The Anatomy of a lesson


Reading and reacting to a story


Mastering the language of the story


Generating new language to tell new stories


Comparing experiences for reflection and/or action

C.  Anatomy of a thematic unit


Components and Tools


Teacher written units


Joining a community of teacher-authors

Handouts

1. Agenda

2. Story:  Talking to my Grandchildren

3. Principles of learner-centered teaching- list

4. Principles of learner-centered teaching- grid

5. The model- Learners’ Lives as Curriculum

6. Thematic Unit Development Worksheet

7. Thematic Unit Summary Notes

8. Storyboard

9. Contribution checklist

Creating language learning communities through storytelling
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I. The power of learner stories  

Learner stories, our stories 

Learning from the inside out:  Principles of learner-centered teaching

What’s in a name?  Your stories, student stories

II. Language in learners’ lives- the full CIRCLE



Who?  Immigrant adults, teens, global English users



What?  Functions and uses of language



Where?  Contexts for language use

III. The anatomy of a thematic unit

The model:  Learners’ Lives as Curriculum

Components and tools 

Teacher-author “show and tell” 

IV. Learner-centered teaching with accountability

From stories to systematic language development

Meeting the needs of learners in your classroom/program

Language, identity and understanding the “other”

All visuals from talk available at www.gailweinstein.net

Gail Weinstein

San Francisco State University

http://www.gailweinstein.net

gailw@sfsu.edu


