Newsletter 9:  May 2008.


Dear Readers,

We have reached a milestone with this newsletter – number 10. Unfortunately, with April being such a busy month, we had to skip the April issue of this newsletter. 
April was not just busy because of the holydays and holidays, but because we had our ETAI Spring Conference in Haifa on April 14th. Hundreds of enthusiastic teachers and students showed up for the Spring Conference at a new venue, Reut Junior High School. The participants included over 20 different exhibitors and no less than 30 presenters, two of whom had just returned from participating in the TESOL Conference in New York, Aviva Shapiro and Michele Ben. 
This wonderful afternoon event ended on a high with Dr. Judy Steiner's plenary session, "Different Perspectives: One Way of Thinking" and Dr. Ofra Inbar's talk entitled, "Becoming an Expert EFL Teacher: What Does It Mean?" The Haifa committee (Fran Sokel, Miriam Melamed, Monica Rahvalschi, Omaima Kaldawy, Yosef Daghash, Sundos Ashkar and Penny Ur) are to be congratulated on the planning and organizing of such a successful conference! 
But the year is not over yet, and there are still two mini-conferences planned for May which must not be missed: one will be in Ramat Gan on May 20th, and the other in Nazareth Elite on May 28th. Look for details to be posted! 
The Summer Conference Committee has held several meetings, and this event is starting to take shape. The speaker proposal forms and pre-registration forms have been mailed to members, and we are looking forward to a flood of responses. Here are just a few of the people whose sessions you will be able to enjoy on July 15th and 16th: Prof. Bernard Spolsky, Prof. Penny Ur, Sandra Briggs, President of TESOL, Robert Lederman (on "Learning with Visual Problems") and Dr.Elisheva Barkon. 
A special feature this year will be the pre-conference event on July 14th. This will be a whole day of talks and workshops held in conjunction with in-service courses organized by Dr Shai Aran. The ETAI part of this special day will focus on stimulating proficiency sessions aimed at non-native teachers who wish to improve their speaking skills. Look for details to be posted! 
As so often happens in ETAI and other organizations, we have consistently willing volunteers on our various committees, but since the Annual Summer Conference in Jerusalem is such a big "job", there is always a need for additional help. If you feel you are able to contribute, please contact the ETAI office: 02-500-1844. 
The school year is winding down, but this is actually one of the most hectic times of the year, so I wish you strength, patience and good humour to help you survive until you have the chance to relax and revive at the ETAI Summer Conference! 
With all best wishes,

Nava Horovitz, ETAI Chair

