Newsletter 8:  February 2008.  

"If you can't come to ETAI, ETAI will come to you."

Dear Readers,

Seeing as our conference theme for this year is "Perspectives", the ETAI mini-conferences being held around the country are endowing the word with new meaning:

The mini-conference at the Eshkol Payis in Maghar, organized by Fran Sokel and Yousef Daghash, took place on January 24th with a record-breaking 101 participants!  Three days later, thanks to Rose Whitman and Betty Simelmits, the Eilat mini-conference was held at the Neptune Hotel.  Avi Tsur and Penny Ur were there as the main speakers, and the entire event, with over 40 participants, was a great success, with plans for the next one already in the air. As Rose said: "Most of the participants felt that at last, something was being offered to our small community of teachers that was not 4-5 hours away!!!"

Of course it's not just numbers that count for us at ETAI, but the fact that so many English teachers can benefit from the speakers and the atmosphere at the event.  I think we have shown that our slogan, "If you can't come to ETAI, ETAI will come to you", is not just a dream, but a reality.

But we're not done yet. Our next mini-conference, set up by Michele Ben and Amanda Caplan, will be held in Yavne on Sunday, February 17th, at Ginsburg HaOren School. 

Look for the program on the ETAI site and don't miss it!!!! 

The speaker proposal forms for the Spring "Midi"-Conference in Haifa on April 14th have been sent out, and we hope that many of you who have much to contribute to others will be willing to share your knowledge and experiences.  If your form hasn't arrived, please notify the ETAI office. Of course, you have to be an ETAI member to present.  If you're not a member, now is the time to join so that you and other English teachers can benefit.

One immediate benefit might be participation in our upcoming workshops (free for ETAI members) on "The Use of Film in the Classroom", sponsored by the British Council.  One workshop is scheduled for March 3rd in Jerusalem, another for the end of March in Azor.

We'll be sending more details about these and others in the next newsletter.

Many of you out there would probably love to be members of ETAI, but think it's an additional expense you can't afford on your limited teacher's salary.  I have mentioned our offer of Institutional Membership in previous issues of this newsletter, and it has appeared in the ETAI Forum. If your school has not been forthcoming on this matter, how about getting together with other English teachers in your area and asking the education department of your city council or municipality to take out Institutional Membership for all of you? At the same time you could try to get them to contribute to the cost of your participation in the Summer Conference. You never know until you try.  I'm sure there is someone in the education department who appreciates the importance of professional development, and would be willing to support your efforts to achieve this goal.

Until the next issue of the newsletter, best wishes,

Nava Horovitz, ETAI Chair

