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 Newsletter 28:  March, 2010

Dear Readers,

Since I last wrote we've had three mini-conferences: in Holon, Bet Yerach and Rehovot.  All three events were greatly enjoyed by the participants.  Many thanks to the organizers: Laura Shashua, Nava Horovitz, Aviva Shapiro, Michele Ben, Amanda Caplan and their teams.  The only one I managed to attend myself was in Rehovot, where the Inspectorate and ETAI working together produced a very well-attended, enjoyable and learning-rich event.
More upcoming mini-conferences next month: Maghar on April 13th and ORT El Hoashallah in Kasr-al-Sir (near Dimona) on April 25th.  Check the website (www.etai.org.il) for details. 

And this month, on March 25th, we have the big Northern ETAI conference in Carmel Zvulun School at Yagur.  It's an excellent venue: compact, comfortable classrooms, a beautiful auditorium, plenty of room for the exhibition, lots of free parking space. It's easily accessible, both by car and by public transport. 
The program is up on the website, together with detailed directions on how to get there.  You are all warmly invited!
Another item which will appear on the website this week is the Pre-Conference Program and Registration Form for the summer International Conference (ETAI 2010).  We are running Pre-conference workshops at David Yellin College the day before the conference, Monday, July 12th.  These are targeted mainly at Elementary and Junior High teachers, and include topics such as conflict resolution in the classroom, classroom management, using video, teaching vocabulary, designing and using board games, teaching the Holocaust …Please have a look at the program! The deadline for registration is some way off (June 1st), but the workshops will be closed as they fill up, so it's worth registering early if you're interested.. 

The detailed program of the main conference is not quite ready yet, but you can see information about the main speakers if you look at http://www.etai.org.il/ETAI2010/speakers_bio.html
Here again, it's worth pre-registering, as you get a considerable discount if you register before May 15th.
(It's all go … I have trouble keeping up with ETAI events myself!)

In March and April the main international conferences take place in the US and UK: TESOL, at Boston March 24 – 28; and IATEFL at Harrogate, April 7-11.  At both of these, ETAI will be represented, as we are an Affiliate Association of TESOL, and an Associate of IATEFL.  ETAI members will also be giving presentations. I personally am both attending, and presenting at, both these conferences.  More in the April Newsletter!
Best wishes,
Penny Ur, ETAI Chair
