Recommendations for support

· Specialist support for spelling. This should include help with spelling(the use of a multi-sensory spelling programme will also speed the visual recognition  of words),planning and organising essays and other written work,(writing frames and scaffolding are useful), as well as  work on developing editing and proof reading techniques. 

· To improve reading technique ,comprehension and retention of information use PQ4R ,Darts,highlighters for main points,analysis of the structure of the text .

· Use of computer and software (see NIACE recommended technology list)  Encourage student to gain touch -typing skills.

Mind mapping programme to help in planning and organising work.

· Extra time in exams (25%)

·  Use  coloured overlay if appropriate to help with the clarity of print ,the blurring or moving of print as experienced by many dyslexic people. A tutor can test for Wilkins Coloured Overlay,or various colours can be obtained from www.crossboweducation.com

· Use dyslexia friendly handouts. 

·      Use  pastel coloured paper, as 60% of people find the glare of black on white is tiring

·   Use dyslexia friendly fonts such as ComicSans, Ariel or Tahoma.                Choose 12 or 14 points.

· Try    d o u b l e  spacing  for  some  students

· Use bullet points. 

· Make sure the background is clear and only use pictures which clarify or illustrate the text. 

· With computer work the above applies but also change the background colour from white to pastel.

· Subject tutors can be asked to give advice on priority reading for course work,emphasising well structured and clearly written materials.

·  They can give help in clarifying essay questions and in making a plan.

· Tutors should make clear what their expectations are for assignments and practical work . They should give the student the opportunity to check understanding.

· It is important that tutors are aware that dyslexic students  may forget quickly what they have been told and remember very vaguely. So give written and oral instructions.

· In class the student should be encouraged to write without worrying about spelling.The key words should be given to him. Perhaps he can record his opinions ,play them back  and then write them down.

· Because of the extra time the dyslexic student  needs for  reading,planning,rewriting and checking his work  extra time should be considered. 

· To aid student if there is information available on a CD,DVD or downloadable as an alternative or in addition to reading this should be offered.

· Some dyslexic students learn more effectively if they are moving or walking so can learn well from ie. an i-pod

· Consideration  should be given when marking the work ,drawing attention to essential problems, but encouraging the student by a different marking for spelling,written expression and organisation problems as appropriate.

· When giving new multi-syllabic word ,back-chain the word to achieve correct pronunciation.

· NB Strategies for teaching   visual holistic, visual sequential or verbal sequential learners are available on www.outsider.co.uk.com Teaching Toolkit

