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Pedagogy IS Brain Science! Or, your brain is already a poet.

Cognition: an organism’s understanding or grasp of the world, and the ability to formulate and execute actions in the world.  

What fits in here? What connects a human being’s natural growth toward social cognition? 

Fiction, poetry, drama.

Social Cognition: our ability to understand and engage in social interaction in the context of culture and social institutions.

Both these definitions are taken from Ray Jackendoff’s 2007 book, Language, Consciousness and Culture: Essays on Mental Structure, MIT Press. 

Theory of Mind: an evolved, mind-reading capacity, ToM is one aspect of human social cognition, one way in which we connect to others. ToM is the theory that we can infer what others think or believe on the basis of what we hear from them and observe of their behavior.  We are evolved to track eye movements, facial expressions, bodily posture, and gestures for evidence of others’ unseen thoughts, feelings, and most important, intentions. The basis for our understanding stories and also for our attraction to them, is that we naturally come to understand the parallels between our own intentionality and that of others, normally by the age of three or four. “Our default interpretation of behavior is that it reflects a person’s state of mind.”   (paraphrasing and citation from Lisa Zunshine’s 2006 book, Why We Read Fiction: Theory of Mind and the Novel. Ohio State Univ. Pr. 

