                             Sing-a-Lauren

                 The Bear Went Over the Mountain

The bear went over the mountain, the bear went over the mountain
The bear went over the mountain, to see what he could see.
And all that he could see, and all that he could see
Was the other side of the mountain, the other side of the mountain
The other side of the mountain, was all that he could see.

The bear went over the river, the bear went over the river
The bear went over the river, to see what he could see.
And all that he could see, and all that he could see
Was the other side of the river, the other side of the river
The other side of the river, was all that he could see.
                    The Green Grass Grows All Around

                                                 Traditional     

There was a tree (there was a tree)

All in the wood (all in the wood)

The prettiest little tree (the prettiest little tree)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)  

Oh, the tree in a hole

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

The green grass grows all around

Now on this tree (and on this tree)

There was a limb (there was a limb)

The prettiest little limb (the prettiest little limb)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the limb on the tree 

And the tree in a hole

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around 

And the green grass grows all around

Now on this limb (now on this limb)

There was a branch (there was a branch)

The prettiest little branch (the prettiest little branch)
That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree

And the tree in a hole 

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

And the green grass grows all around

And on that branch (and on that branch)

There was a twig (there was a twig)

The prettiest little twig (the prettiest little twig)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the twig on the branch

And the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree 

And the tree in a hole

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all aorund,

The green grass grows all around

And on that twig (and on that twig)

There was a leaf (there was a leaf)

The prettiest little leaf (the prettiest little leaf)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh the leaf on the twig

And the twig on the branch

And the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree

And the tree in a hole

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

And the green grass grows all around

And on that leaf (and that leaf) 

There was a nest (there was a nest)

The prettiest little nest (the prettiest little nest)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the nest on the leaf,

And the leaf on the twig 

And the twig on the branch

And the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree

And the tree in a hole 

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

The green grass grows all around

And in that nest (and in that nest)

There was an egg (there was an egg)

The prettiest little egg (the pretti8est little egg)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the egg in the nest

And the nest on the leaf

And the leaf on the twig 

And the twig on the branch

And the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree

And the tree in a hole 

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

The green grass grows all around

And in that egg (and in that egg)

There was a bird (there was a bird)

The prettiest little bird (the prettiest little bird)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the bird in the egg

And the egg in the nest

And the nest on the leaf

And the leaf on the twig 

And the twig on the branch

And the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree

And the tree in a hole 

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

The green grass grows all around

And on that bird (and on that bird)

There was a wing (there was a wing)

The prettiest little wing (the prettiest little wing)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the wing on the bird

And the bird in the egg

And the egg in the nest

And the nest on the leaf

And the leaf on the twig 

And the twig on the branch

And the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree

And the tree in a hole 

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

The green grass grows all around

And on that wing (and on that wing)

There was a feather (there was a feather)

The prettiest little feather (the prettiest little feather)

That you ever did see (that you ever did see)

Oh, the feather on the wing

And the wing on the bird

And the bird in the egg

And the egg in the nest

And the nest on the leaf

And the leaf on the twig 

And the twig on the branch

And the branch on the limb

And the limb on the tree

And the tree in a hole 

And the hole in the ground

And the green grass grows all around, all around

The green grass grows all around

                                   The Counting Song

                                  Traditional

On the hill there stands a lady

Who she is I do not know

I will ask her if she’ll marry
She will answer yes or no

Chorus

‘Round and around go the wheels of fortune

‘Round and around till they weary me

A young girl’s love is so uncertain

Sad experience teaches me

19, 17, 15, 13, 11, 9, 7, and a 5, 3, 1

20, 18, 16, 14, 12, 10, 8, 6, 4, 2, none.
I will give you gold and silver

I’ll give you a house and land

I will give you boats on the ocean

All to sail at your command

Chorus

I don’t want your gold and silver

I don’t want your house and land

I don’t want your boats on the ocean

All I want is a nice wee man

Chorus

                         Miss Mary Mack

                 Traditional words; music by Ella Jenkins

Miss Mary Mack (Mack Mack)

All dressed in black (black black)

With silver buttons (buttons buttons)

All down her back (back back)

She asked her mother (mother mother)

For fifteen cents (cents cents)

To see the elephants (elephants elephants)

Jump the fence (fence fence)

They jumped so high (high high)
They touched the sky (sky sky)

And they didn’t get back (back back)

Till the fourth of July (‘ly ‘ly)

And they didn’t get back (back back)

Till the fourth of July (‘ly ly)

                          This-a-way That-a-way

                     Arranged by Ella Jenkins

This-a-way that-a-way (3x)

All day long. 

This-a-way that-a-way (3x)

All day long

Strut, Miss Susie (3x)

All day long

Here comes another one

Just like the other one

Here comes another one

All day long

Strut, Mr. Leroy (3x)

All day long

This-a-way that-way (3x)

All day long

This-a-way that-way (3x)

All day long

                                I Had a Rooster
I had a rooster and the rooster pleased me

I fed my rooster on a green berry tree

The little rooster went “cock-a-doodle, doodle-dee, doodle-dee, day

I had a cat and the cat pleased me

I fed my cat on a green berry tree

The little cat went “meow, meow”

The little rooster went…

The little pig went “oink, oink, oink”…

The little cow went “moo, moo”…

The little duck went “quack quack, quack”…

                I’ve Been Workin’ on the Railroad
I’ve been workin’ on the railroad all the livelong day

I’ve been workin’ on the railroad just to pass the time away

Can’t you hear the whistle blowin’? Rise up so early in the morn

Can’t you hear the captain shoutin’, “Dinah, blow your horn!”

Dinah, won’t you blow (3x) your horn (repeat)

Someone’s in the kitchen with Dinah

Someone’s in the kitchen, I know

Someone’s in the kitchen with Dinah

Strummin’ on the ol’ banjo

And singin’ fee-fi-fiddle-y-i-o, fee-fi-fiddle-y-i-o-o-o-o

Fee-fi-fiddle-y-o

Strummin on the ol’ banjo

              In the Name of All the Children

                              By Sally Rogers

We will sing with each other as the world turns round

Sing with each other as the day grows long

We will sing with each other growing wise and strong

In the name of all of our children.

We’ll remember the young ones…

We will cherish our elders …

We will are for the earth…

We will break bread together…

We will love one another…

                  Well May the World Go 

                         by Pete Seeger

Chorus

Well may the world go

The world go, the world go

Well may the world go

When I’m far away

Well may the skiers turn

The swimmers churn, the lovers burn

Well may the nations learn

When I’m far away

Chorus

Sweet may the fiddle sound 

The banjo play the old hoe down

Dancers swing ‘round and ‘round

When I’m far away

Chorus

Fresh may the breezes blow

Clear may the streams flow

Blue above, green below

When I’m far away.

Chorus
Guidelines for songwriting 

Israeli learners have their own stories to tell and songs can give them wings. Songwriting can be adapted to our own needs and to the levels of our pupils. Songwriting project is especially suited to native speaker groups of all ages. However, successful songwriting projects can also be designed for other levels. You may start by simply changing one word in a verse. For example, in a song about animals, ask the class to suggest a different animal to sing about. (I Had a Rooster) Change the animals “sound”, too. Alternatively, try changing the verb and action in a song. (In the Name of All the Children)  The projects can be tailored to the tastes of our classes and can tap on rap, rock, blues, folk, etc. 

Here are a few basic guidelines for songwriting in class: 

1. Choose a topic. Brainstorm ideas and jot them down. 

2. Tell a story. It's easier than writing a "descriptive" song and it will hold everyone's attention. You might make a relevant vocabulary list on the board to prompt the pupils. Discuss and give examples of rhyming words. 

3. Music and/or lyrics. Decide whether to write your own melody or just the lyrics, set to a well-known song. There are no set rules to this game. However, if you have chosen to write your own music, it might be easier to write the words first and then the music. You can take cues from the lyrics regarding the melody line. Perhaps, a musically talented pupil in the class would be willing to compose the melody for "homework". (and possibly extra credit!) 

4. Find the rhythm. If you've chosen to go on your own, "find" the rhythm. A well-known song will dictate the rhythm to you. 

5. Making the story into lyric. Now write each sentence of the story on a new line. Edit. Cut every possible word that can be cut. You might have to explain that the rules of grammar can be "ignored" here. 

6. Chorus. Write a chorus. It adds to the song and repetition is fun and quickly learned. 

7. Keep it simple! 

8. Record it! At the end of the lesson, record the song and make copies of the lyrics for the whole class. 

Good luck and may your songs resound! 
Lauren Ornstein
